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of primitive man, and being, in turn, auto-erotic, homosexual,
and heterosexual. After the period of early childhood there
is, according to Freud, a latent period until the advent of
puberty, when again sexuality dominates the whole mental out-
look.
While the young child is behaving on the lines that have been
indicated, his emotions begin to be organized into sentiments,
the most primitive of which is probably his love for his own
body. The first acquired organization of the conative tenden-
cies would seem to be built up from the bodily appetites and
the pleasures and pains experienced in connexion with the
physiological functioning of the body. Infancy is an age of
auto-erotism, or self-love in a bodily sense. * Narcissism * is the
name given to this body-sentiment by the psycho-analysts, who
see in myth and legend a dramatization of the mental history
of mankind. In the legend of Narcissus they find an enact-
ment of the universal tendency to fall in love with ourselves.
Soon, however, the horme or libido of the child is directed
outward, and a sentiment round about the idea of the mother
is formed. Clearly such a sentiment will begin as an extension
of the body-sentiment, for the mother is the person who feeds
the child and ministers to his bodily comfort. But this senti-
ment, although it begins as a sort of cupboard-love, soon trans-
cends it^, lowly origin; and it is no exaggeration to say that it
dominates the adult lives of most people, sometimes consciously,
more often unconsciously.
The father, being another cons^amt and important factor
in the child's environment, also becomes the object of a senti-
ment. Here we are confronted with the startling dogma of
the Freudian school, that, while the mother-sentiment tends
to be a love, the father-sentiment—in the case of the boy, at
least—tends to be a hate. It is argued that the boy resents the
presence of his father, regarding him as a rival for the affection
of the mother, and being jealous of his influence over her. This
father-mother-son situation constitutes the CEdipus complex of
the Freudian psychology, "the ark of the Freudian covenant,"
as it has been aptly called; CEdipus being the legendary hero
who, exposed to die in infancy, lived to slay his father and

